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I Shoulder to shoulder - the Dale Farm travellers staged a symbolic walkout from the illegal site as they admitted defeat 


Picture: ANNA LUKA LA BA50962_006 


Travellers leave <; 
Dale Farm with 
‘heads held 


AS 

ADVERTISED 

ONTV\ 


THFY had vowed to fight to the 

KfrtDal^CraysHmjust 

before 5pm y^ ster 7^o left the illegal 
10 do 

“rh^clr^ans left the area com- 

^dra^jaUu.u^foUowed 

more tension o 1 dem0 lished 

ran. 


By JON AUSTIN 

and STEPHEN HACKWELL 

nnt as the crowd, some hand in liand 
and others clutching family portraits, 
sunrounded by a media scrum, made 
way along Oak Italic 
^aveUer Kathleen McCarthy stud 
••niuMrnessage is that, as supporters 
and*^ residents, we leave w.th our 

b^^a'temble moment, very sad. 
w .‘'J/nme has come. Our message 
but the time uas^ on ^ ^uneil 

t0the Seft^ toneless." . 

y ?H^rore who moved his mother s 

John Gore.* mers legal p i ot . 

s©ffgr»r.— 

n *However. others hutted the battle 


was not over. One man. who would 
not be named, said “We’ll be here 
tomorrow. We re not gomg anywhere 

“This isn’t over.” 

One of the protesters, who would 
be named only as Rich, said: "We’ve 
done what we came to do. We ve 
made a stand mid we've shown the 
world that Dale Farm is a real com- 

‘“smart Hardwicke Camithers. a 
campaigner for the travellers, said 
♦Crewere about 20 people left on 
on the illegal site that 
^protected because of a council 

‘tLllSe, Tony Ball said. 
“This is very encouraging to see the 
travellers and their supporters leav- 
ing Dale Farm in a peaceful and dig- 
SSS manner, somethmg that 1 have 
always urged and called for. 
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says Danny 
Sheridan, 66 


A TRAVELLER who 
lives on one of the three 
protected plots on Dale 
Farm has vowed to stay 
put, even if the site 
becomes a “ghost town”. 

Under a recent High 
Court ruling, Basildon 
Council cannot remove 
any caravans from three 
plots, although its is 
allowed to dig up the hard- 
standing. 

Danny Sheridan, 66, 
owns one of the plots in 
the illegal half of the site 
and says he will never 
leave. 

He said: “1 am staying 
here. I’ve been here two 
years and I’m not going 
anywhere. I’ll put down 
some matting or some- 
thing. It will be all right. 

“It may be a ghost town, 
but that doesn’t bother 
me.” 


The plots enjoy protec- 
tion because council offi- 
cers failed to mention the 
removal of caravans when 
they issued the initial evic- 
tion notices nearly a 
decade ago. 

There were no caravans 
on the plots at the time, 
but they have now been 
occupied by relatives of 
Danny and his partner 
Rita Sheridan, 59. 

Yesterday, each of the 
three plots had at least 
four caravans crammed 
into its boundaries. 

Danny said: “I don’t 
know what will happen to 
the other caravans. They 
can stay there for the 
moment. 

Council bosses have 
said they may consider 
issuing new eviction 
notices to close the loop- 
hole once the initial site 
clearance is completed. 
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I Moving out - one of the travellers leaves the site 


Pictures: ANNA LUKALA bas qm 2 _ 


60 




echo-news.co.uk 





100 % 

MONEY SACK 
GUARANTEE 


* Cartridge Uiorlif 

Why pay more to print? 


5ft wall of mud 
will bar access 
back on to site 

A FIVE-FOOT wail i"if 


A FIVE-FOOT wall of mud around 
Dale Farm will stop travellers 
moving caravans back on to the 
site once it has been cleared 

It will be similar to the walis built 
at the Hovefields site in Wickford, 
which was cleared between 2005 and 

Tony Ball, leader of Basildon 
Council, said: “The land will be 
turned over and bunds will be put in 
so there is effectively a wall round the 
site to stop cars and other vehicles 
getting on to the land. 

“The land will be accessible by foot 
because it is the travellers’ land and 
they will be able to walk on it. 

“But we will make sure no vehicles 


By MELISSA HILLS 

melissa.hills@nqe.com 

will be able to get back on to the land. 

“There will also be security at the 
site, how long for I cannot say, 
because that is an operational deci- 
sion.” 

The council will also apply for a 
High Court injunction which would 
mean travellers were in contempt of 
court if they returned. 

This would mean they could be 
jailed or have assets seized. Many peo- 
ple argue the eviction could have 
been avoided if the council served an 
injunction against the site several 
years ago. 


Mr Ball also said Basildon Council 
would be looking to recuperate some 
of the taxpayers’ money and try to 
recover some of the cost of the evic- 
tion. 

He said: “We have made it clear we 
will claim back as much as we can 
from the travellers. We have had costs 
awarded to us for the failed judicial 
reviews which we will recover. If the 
money cannot be claimed back from 
the travellers then we do have the 
right to seize the land for monetary 
value. 

“We do not know how much the 
costs are for the site clearance, it will 
all become very clear in the very near 
future.” 
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Residents brand 
departure ‘a joke’ 


RESIDENTS welcomed the 
travellers’ departure from 
Dale Farm, but branded it 
a joke that many had 
moved just yards to the 
legal site. 

Residents in Crays Hill 
are convinced some of the 
Dale Farm residents own 
or have access to empty 
legal pitches next door, but 
wanted to get planning 
permission on the illegal 
site to increase the land 
value. 

David McPherson-Davis, 
a Ramsden Crays parish 
councillor, said: “The fact 
they have moved on to the 
legal site suggests they 
were not giving us the full 
story. If the legal plots are 
owned by friends or rela- 
tives, then why did they 


not allow them on to their 
pitches a lot sooner?” 

Len Gridley, 52 , from 
Oak Road, Crays Hill, said: 
“This is a joke. They have 
cut the electricity, but they 
have got power on the legal 
plots. It’s not over until the 
last one pulls off.” 

Kathleen McCarthy, a 
spokeswoman for the site, 
denied anyone had other 
homes and said they could 
only use the legal pitches, 
owned by relatives, for a 
temporary period until the 
owners return. 

She said: “People say we 
have other places, but I can 
tell you Dale Farm is our 
home and we have nowhere 
else to go. Do you think we 
would be putting ourselves 
through this otherwise?” 
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FALL OF TOWER 


Bailiffs cut protesters free 
from scaffold barricades 


bathM* eat prot*-*ter» t re* 
•ron tht bgrrlcadci. 

camping out 
PUJtO at th*- top of 
w v-df folding bamcad* 

bwn forcibly mnnvcd 
on w *^nc*da> afternoon, 
out gtx rnnaintd chained 
o»d tt«d lo lower part* of 
the atrncture and *or 
rounding t«nu* 

At 7 . 1 &am 

tint police formed linn in 
front of the barricade* and 


bailiff* u*ed machinery to 
cut through the tie* pro- 
tetters had attached them- 
selves to. 

A pair of supporters 
were wrapped in duvets to 
keep the chili out. 

At about 9.30am, bailiff* 
put up fencing around the 
barricade* and about 20 
campaigner* wearing boil- 
er suits and face mask* 
climbed on to the roof of a 
mobile home to watch. 

They *hi,iit<-u 


on you” and “Don’t hui 
them” at the bailiffs carrj 
ing out the operation. 

Supporter* who had vo 
unteered to be lega 
advisErs for the Dale Fan 
Solidarity campaign grouj 
wrote notes on what th 
bailiffs were doing to kee| 
a running account of thi 
operation. 

When protesters wen 
removed they were Jet 


■ Lofty resistance - protesters a 
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Wrecked - the machine maue * ■» - ' 

By JON AUSTIN 

ion.austin@nqe.com 


IE scaffold tower that came 
symbolise the Dale Farm 
ivellers’ resistance was 
tally torn down yesterday. 
After the last protesters vvho 
■re chained and concreted on 
vehicles and the base of the 
ructure were removed in the 
orning, heavy machinery got 
work. . . 

This was in stark contrast to 
st month’s failed first evic- 
on, when a small group 
nliffs and Basildon Council 
ader Tony Ball approached 
10 gate and meekly asked_ 


and twisting the poles and plat- 
forms. 

The scenes led to a large 
group of travellers and some 
protesters, still flanked by 
police, to huddle near the one 
thing they hoped could have 

stopped the bailiffs 

Stragglers, including the eld- 
erly hobbled out of their homes 
asking neighbours: “What s 
going on down there?" as they 

went to join the crowd. 

— - few screams of 


gate and meekly askea There were a fc»» 

nigh a faulty loud speaker If disconte nt from about 30 pro- 
v was anything he could do testers w ho remained on the site 

' to take down tliebar- terday . 


ict them to take down the bar te rday. . 

ado They were met by an But there was none of the vio- 

•’ ignce that had broken out in 

“Sad ol *™>“* ab ?f “ 


aue. rney were -a - 
my of travellers and protest- 

‘ hurling threats and abuse. 

Hut at 9.35am yesterday, a 

ge digger tore through tn 
affolding, wooden planks anu 


„ ,,,r\rU of the 


inevitable fact they must now 
eventually have to leave. 

There was a lull as bailiffs 
were finally allowed to secure 
other areas of the site before the 
rest of the tower was pulled 
down at about 10am. 

Removing the barricade was 
another major step for Basildon 
Council after its successful 
start to the clearance with 
police. 

The scaffolding first went up 
weeks before the initial eviction 
vote in June 2005. 

It was soon barricaded with 
scores of gas bottles which were 
later removed at the request of 
the fil e service. 

It was more heavily fortified 
this year with wood, concrete 
and vehicles as the eviction 
loomed. 

Protesters tried in vain to get 
English Heritage to list it as a 
symbol of the battle of Dale 
Farm last month, but the 

I.nnnncl rpflisnri 
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■ Bailiffs at work - two protesters are surrounded by security while they are removed from their positions 


Picture: CHRIS RADBURN 


on guard 


Picture: MIKE MINERS BA5ioo3_06 


■ Watching - a police officer in protective 


Guarding 


Farm scaffolding 


■ Coming down - the Dale 
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I Going - travellers and protesters peacefully leave Dale Farm followed by the world’s media 


Picture: AL UNDERWOOD basiois 


Puxon: I shall not b 
condemning violence 

A day of tension 
and accusations 


By GINA MARDEN 

gina.marden@nqe.com 

TRAVELLER campaigner 
Grattan Puxon refused to con- 
demn violent protesters - and 
revealed travellers had urged 
activists to come along to sup- 
port them. 

When questioned over whether 
he supported violent outbursts, 
Mr Puxon said: “We asked the 
protesters to come here. The vio- 
lence was their response to the 
violence of police, who broke 
through the barriers. I have no 
condemnation of them whatsoev- 
er.” 

In the long-term, Mr Puxon said 
he is hopeful a public inquiry tak- 
ing place next month will allow 
travellers to stay eleswhere in the 
Basildon borough. 

Held on November 22 by the 
planning inspectorate, the hear- 
ing will determine whether land 
made available by the Govern- 
ment in Church Road, Laindon, is 
suitable for a traveller site. 

Meanwhile, resident Kathleen 
McCarthy vowed to return to Dale 
Farm in a year to see if it has been 
returned to green belt. 

She added: “This won’t be 


■ Grattan Puxon - speaking up Picture: MIKE MINERS BA5096i_ 


returned to green belt, so all this 
will be for no reason.” 

She also believes what she has 
witnessed in the past two days 
has been completely unaccept- 
able. 

She said: “I’ve seen a resident 
with blood dripping down their 
face, and another who has been 
put in hospital by police batoning 

“The way in which the police 
are acting has shocked and out- 
raged everyone here. Dale Farm 


will weigh heavily on Britain for 
generations. Our entire commu- 
nity is being ripped apart by 
Basildon Council and the politi- 
cians in Government.” 

Ali Saunders, a Dale Farm sup- 
porter, added: “The way Basil-don 
Council conducted the eviction 
confirmed what had become clear 
throughout the legal process - 
Basildon sees travellers as sec- 
ond-class citizens who it wants to 
chase out of the area.” 


DAY two of the eviction was 
another drawn-out process, 
with no lack of tension in the 
air. 

Bailiffs soon got to work on 
the barricade, but for much of 
the rest of the day it appeared to 
be another stand-off. 

Then there was a dramatic 
turn at 3.30pm when travellers 
and protesters agreed to leave 
the camp together. 

wanted to go before 
Basildon Council served 48- 
hour eviction notices on a small 
number of pitches. 

However, tensions flared after 
Lorrame Browne, solicitor to 
the couneil, was accompanied 

ri “. P 2. aroun ' 1 ,he site witi > 

protest Inarch around'the’site 

Some shouted abuse at the 


police and condemned the coun- 
cil for trying to inflame the situ- 
ation when a peaceful solution 
had been offered. 

Traveller Mary Sheridan said: 
Why would they do that when 
we smd we would go? It seems it 
is them that wants the fight ” 

A council spokesman said it 
had been agreed with campaign- 
ei Candy Sheridan that Mrs 
Browne would do the checks 

th^ hostif rV<? th ^ notices ’ before 
/ eactlon followed. 

her ami? “ V Y e C0uId not send 
n ai ?il nd 011 her own.” 

Bailiffs removed the 

“sterl h0m ‘‘ Sh0rtly after ~piu 
sfart ™ r emn8 an<1 oxprn to 
today. ° n ‘ he remain 'ler 

be T s »rwd 1^} r T ices KiU °ow 

coulri „ d t day '. but tha council 
could not contiui exactlv how 
many pitches were affected. 





